CRACKDOWN PROMISED
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Corrections Commissioner Ken Middlebrook has promised a new hard-line approach against the most unmanageable of the Territory's young offenders after Don Dale Youth Detention Centre was trashed and two inmates escaped on Sunday night.

Mr Middlebrook said the event was a “game changer” that would see security beefed up, with staff from the Darwin Corrections Centre being brought in to work alongside Youth Justice officers at Don Dale.

Offenders like those involved in Sunday evening's rampage should be stripped of all privileges, Mr Middlebrook said, and he warned they would in future get “a Bible and maybe a colouring-in book” for recreation until they proved they deserved more.

Describing the incident as “embarrassing”, Mr Middlebrook said in more than 30 years' use as an adult prison there had never been an event like Sunday night's at the Berrimah corrections facility.

The 16-year-old escapees, Josiah Binsaris and Ethan Austral, have committed more than 100 offences between them.

Five inmates made a bid for freedom after causing tens of thousands of dollars of damage in B-Block of the detention centre. After arming themselves with metal weapons and disabling security doors, six inmates went on a rampage before five of them eventually forced their way on to the roof and made for the perimeter fences. One would-be escapee remains in hospital with serious lacerations after being caught in razor wire.

That youth, 17, was one of four youths taken into custody last week at the notorious “Sin City” housing block in Gray following a six-hour stand-off with police.

Mr Middlebrook stressed that the events of Sunday night were caused by a “handful” of the youngest people in detention.
“This is the same six that have been a constant problem for us for a number of months,” he said.
“These are young people that have no respect for lawful behaviour either in the community or while here in custody. Both youths (on the run) are aged 16, and of indigenous appearance.”

Two others have been taken to hospital with serious lacerations after cutting themselves on the razor wire. Police confirmed doctors used about 110 stitches to close the cuts.

Binsaris has escaped from custody on two previous occasions – once by jumping the dock at Darwin Magistrates Court and once from Don Dale.

Binsaris jumped the 1.5-metre-high glass barrier in courtroom five of Darwin Magistrates Court in February 2014.

Then in August, he was part of a group of five to escape Don Dale.. he was on the run for about five days before he was caught in Nakara. 

The public is urged to not approach either of them.
